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F all our modern edlen 
vhich have labour'd to prove 
that Reſiſtance to Magiſtrates 
is s the Foundation of Liberty, and that 
Slavery is neceſſarily introduc'd by the 


Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and 


Diyine Right; there is none ſeems to 
do.it,ſo effettually, as this Letter to 


Sir J. B. Men are not ſo: ſenſibly 


touc 0 with a dry Diſcourſe of what 
mV B may 


Pag. 31. 


Pap. 3: 


Pag. 33. 


e 
may poſſibly happen from the Nature 
of Thin 95 when they fee ſuch No- 


tions have actually A the Con- 
ſequences they are charged with z And 


when we are ſure that to Kingdoms 


have fallen a miſerable” Sacrifice to this 
infamous Doctrine, which gave Occaſion 
fo all that Miſery which has been for 
ſome time ſo Complete, it will eaſily in- 


_ Cline us either to reject the one, or ex- 
pect the other. The 


Letter, which is in ſome meaſure new, 


V ethod of, this 


and the Style of it ,contriv'd more to 


move the Paſſions, than convince the 
Underſtanding, have recommended it 


to the World as an unanſwerable Piece: 


But nothing can make it more ſur- 
Prizing, and indeed more for the Pur- 
Poſe it was deſign d, than the Account 


the Author gives us of it, when he 


tells us, that What he has there offer'd, 


7s not Argument, but Matter of Fad; 
as if Providence had guided ſuch a 
long Serles of Changes, fo exactly like 


ours, that we might caſily miſtake it 


for a Hiſtory of our own Nation; 
and yet that this Author ſhould be the 


firſt happy Man that ever diſcayet'd 


the Similitude, or even attempted a 


Parallel. 8 


When 


(3) 


When ſome Perſons obſerve, That 
the Deſign of this Letter was nothing 
elſe but a bold Reflexion upon the Par- 
liament and Miniſtry, a ſevere Inve- 
ctive againſt the Clergy and their Do- 
Grines, and an arefut Way'of Repre- 


ſenting them to the People, as Traitors 
to their Country, and Execralle; they 


are immediately told, That the Ac- 
count is throughout Hiſtorical, and if 
the Circumſtances ar: as true as the 


Author affirms, we have no reaſon to 
charge him with any AHuſion, but are 
ourſelves guilty of the Scandal by ap- 
plying it. _ 

In Anſwer to this, which is the on- 
ly Excuſe can he made, I ſhall endea- 


vour to ſhew, by ſome of the ſame E- 
vidences our Author has made Uſe of, 


that he has not related Things with all 


that; Candour and Fairneſs: he would 
inſinuate; nor even done what is re- 


7 gquird of every legal Evidence, Told 
® #he whole Truth, and nothing but the 


3 
muſt confeſs the Letter is written 
wn fuch an Air of Sincerity, by 
Quoting the Authors as their Paſſages 
are Re d, that many unwary Rea- 


den hare been led into à favourable 


5 2 Opi- 


* 


(4) 

Opinion of the Writer's Intentions 
and that ſpecious Concern for Liberty 
which runs thro' the whole, has re- 
commended it to others, who have 
entertain'd a groundleſs Fancy, that a 

True Britiſh Parliament can't ſecure the 
juſt Prerogatives of the Crown, with- 
out thereby endangering the Liberties 
of the People. 8 E 


But if Ican fairly prove theſe thren 


Particulars: 


* 


1. That the paſſages quoted are ei- 
ther not much to the Purpoſe, or if 


they be, not of ſo inconteſtable an 
#® Authoriry, as ſome may imagine. 


2. That the Doctrines of Paſhve 


Obedience and Divine Right were not 


ſo inſtrumental in the Revolutions 'of 


thoſe two Northern Crowns. And 


3. That Our Author has very un- 
handſomely miſrepreſented both them 


and the Clergy, thro' his whole Let- 
ter. OW. 


If theſe things, I ſay, can be prov'd, 
it will certainly convince any unbiaſs'd 
Reader, that this Letter was written 
rather to tell the People what they 
might expect from a Parliament of 

; England, 


G8) 


England, than to relate what had 
3 been done by a Parliament of Sweden, 
and to excite the ſame Senſe of Li- 
berty, which (if we believe Mr. Ver- 
tot) produced ſo many Rebellions and 
Civil Wars in them. 

In following the Method of the 
Letter, I hall firſt take notice of the 


5 3 Evidences, 


I. he firſt is that of the Abbot, which 
9 I allow, as well as P»ffendorf's Intro- 
duction, upon which I will only ob- 
ſerve by the Way, that it pang only 
an Abridgment, may be thought not 
ſo proper a Book to quote, in a thing 
of this particular Nature, as his Com- 
plete Hiſtory : But there are ſo ma- 
ny Paſſages there, which would have 
deſtroy'd the Parallel, that our Au- 
thor thought fit not to quote it at 
all. 

As to the other, which he thinks 
to eſtabliſh, by giving a juſt Cha- 
racter of the Abilities and Integrity 
of the ſuppoſed Author, the Evi- 
dence of it will, perhaps, not appear 
ſo irreſiſtible, when we are inform'd, 
that it was publiſh'd without the Bi- 
ſhop's Conſent or Knowledge: And, 
theyefore; we can never. be aſſured, 


that 


Pag. 18, 


Ce) 9 
that the Publiſher has added nothing 
of his own, (as he ſeems to hint in 
his Epiſtie 70 the Reader) till the Bi- 
ſhop is pleaſed to affix his Name to 
another Ealition; and not till then 
can we have what is quoted out of 


this Account, Ex ore: Epiſcap t. 


But, for once, let us allow this: to 


bs the Biſhop's, and proceed ta the 


fourth Evidence, which muſt prove 
not only the moſt, but the moſt ma 


terial Parts of this Letter; and that is 


the Gentlemans on Experience, What 
he has ſeen” himſelf, and been told upon 
the Spot, by Perſons | of nndaubted. Ge. p 
dit. How far this may weigh with 


the World, when the Author thinks 


fit to put his Name to the Letter, 


 F can't yet determine; but, in the 
mean time, I hope he will excuſe us, 


if we ſuſpend our 
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Facts which we find variouſly re- 


ported. giv 
' So much for thi Pucofs « We come 
now to obſerve the Facts, in yon ſane 


| Order he has related them. 110 


In Pag. 4.1 find theſe Words: 3442 0} 
One would naturally have ex- 
© pected, that this Doctrine | of tlie 


-M Kings being n to none: but 


605, 


J* 60D, ſhould. Gee been-eſtabliſh'd 

ben the Biſhops and Prieſts had 

more Power and greater Riches than 

| bon the Kisg. od en 4 on; 1.5 = 
After t is, he goes on to tell us a 
long Story of Popiſh prieſts being ve- 
ry ambitious of Riches and Power; of 

their Kings erideavourtidg to leſſen 
them, and bring them within bounds; 
and how ofteh, upon ſuch Endeavours, 
1 
; 


8 they rais d Rebellions' ia gainſt them, 8 
1 depos'd, and murtherd' * But, 


nad not our Author forgot that it was 
tze confirmd Doctrine of the Papiſts, 
a t this time oſpecially, being finder the 
= deepeſt of their Errors, that all Chri- 
| Z tian Princes were accountable to the 
Pope, and that, when hd had Excom- 
municated the Prince, and Abſoly'd his 
Subjects from their Allegiariee; -— Þþ 
3 me chelr Duty to Reſiſt. D * ann 
Murther him 00 "ſorely; (he deren, 
Z dranece' of this] which has been more 
than once ke”, d in our o²⁰m Na- ob oY 
tien, word: hade made it 2 7 nath- 
af to expect, xhat this of the 
Prader bothy Dad owneable ro rare bat 
GOD, ſhoud have been/eltabliſyd-at, 
23 ſuch Times, and under ſuch Prieſts: 
He would rather have expected what 
1 he 


1 he tells us did actually happen, that 
3 the Prieſts thought it the beſt Way to 
\ ſecure the Power they had gain d, by 
. leſſening the Kings they had deprived 
of it; and, conſequently, that it was 
their Intereſt; as well as their Practice, 
to oppoſe; inſtead of eſtabliſhing, this 
Doctrine. We may be aſſured, - that 
theſe were Popiſh Clergy, when we are 
Pag. ). told, That u Prince could live any lon- 
ger at Quiet, than whilſt, be ſuffer d them 

to enjoy all the Wealth and Power in the 

Nation 3 which, as it happens, can by 

no means affect the Proteſtants there, 

-whoſe Revenues are very moderate, 

and their Power ſo {mall, that they 

have the Adminiſtration of no ſecular 
Affair; and even in Laws which re- 
late purely to the Church, they have 
neither the Alteration; nor Execution 
Accome of of them ; yet this Clergy have been ſo 
Sweden, eminently Loyal and Affeded to Monar- 
Þ 56, 58, h/, in the Biſhop's Style or in the mo- 
e deſt Words of our Author, ſo well a. 
ſled the Hrant in maintaining bis u- 
fernal Dominion oven his unhappy, Sub- 
je&s, that we never find them reſiſting 

or want of Wealth or Power 
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(9) 


After ſeveral Inſtances: of Popiſh 

Cefiſtance, which, by the way, are not 

very proper to recommend. it to Pro- 

teſtants, he cloſes a Paragraph with 

this ſmart Queſtion, Can any one pag. 5; 
* imagine, that theſe Prieſts had ever 

heard of tbe 13th of the Nomart, 

or ad of St. Peter, which, in our 

: Days, ſeem to be the. Epitome of 

< the whole: Teſtament among the. 


"+3 
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1 muſt confeſs, they ated. as. ik 

I. can caſily ima- 

Fa they hed: and evaded them by 
h Subtilties, as wen may find in 

7 4 of che Popiſh R not eg 

like thoſe, we have lately [cen in our 


What Uſe the Papiſts baye always 
ede of ſuch Evaſions, our Author 
has ſhewn us at large; ef pecially, when 
he tells us, The Clergy, who had pag. £; 
4 been Authors of much Confuſion i in 
former Reigns, .calld the Lords and 
Commons to 2 ſevere Account, as 


| 's well as the King. 


| But, What UE was. intended by 


their Defenders in theſe our Days 


might. poſſibly have felt, as +. hg 
gar Forefathers; had the next 1905 
9 fort 


9 
— 


: (10) 
fo on perfeited what re to be be- 
un. 
1 Pag. 7. 8 The next Paradraph/ is begun with ” 
4 a horrid Relation of what happen'd ' 
N during the Reign of King Chriſtian ; 5 
where the' Author attributes all the j 
Barbarities that Prince was guilty of, 
to the Clergy, who call d the Lords 
and Commons to a ſevere Account. But, 
z. 167. we ſhall find, Puffendorf,” in his Hiſto- 
.ry of Sweden, gives this Aﬀair a ve- 
11 different Turn ; he mentions none 
of - the Clergy 25 baving the leaſt 
Part in it, but the Archbiſhop, and 
two other Biſhops, and even thoſe 
at the Inſtigation of the King, who 
made uſe'of them as 4 ſpecious Pre-. 
text to carry on a Reſolution he had 
talen, to extirpate at onte the Chief 
of the Swediſh Nobility, to be aven- \ 
gel, as he ſaid, of all the Seditions | 
' and C ommotions, which they had ſo 
' often been the Oecaſſon . And anßy 
one, who reads that Hiſtory, wüll 
plainly ſee, that all the Barbarities 
he committed, purſuant to that Re- 7 
futur, ſolution, are chargeable upon the na- 
v. 101. tural Crueley of his Temper. 4 
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der Guſtavus, who (he tells us) had 
2 Conteſt with the Clergy,” and r 
4 Occaftons to diminiſh their Here. 
vues; and then wonders, that at this, | 
remarkable Time, the Clergy did nat 
find out this Doctrine of the King's 
A _ acconntable to none but GO 53 
vor made the leaſt mention of It y 
a, | 3 | and taking it for granted they, did 
| 6 | not, he proceeds to give us the ca- 
ſon of it; The true Calſe of which 
= | 2 to be, that the Pricfts mere not 
al ö in their Hearts reconcil'd to the Re- 
17 mation: Which is proved by Two 
very remarkable J. nſtances ; ; The Firſt 
0 | was in the Reign of King Jobn III. 
FT whoſe new Liturgy was confirmd by 
a 4 a Convocation of the Clergy of the 1 le 
ef Kingdom, &c. But the Reformation 
9 Ting before the Year 1530, and this 
„ © Convocation being in the Year. 1577, 
ſo What the Clergy did there, and in 
the Reign of Sigiſmund afterwards, is, 
in my Opinion, no very good Rea - 
ſon, why they did not diſcover that 
Dotrine at the Reformation, 
But now, we ſhall ſee how ſure our 
Author is, that the Prieſts were not, 
in their Hearts, reconcild to the Re- 
ne D'S JO - 


— 


He goes on to the Reformatian un Pag.8 


N 4) 
1 formation : Why > Becauſe they fub. 
} ſcribed the New Liturgy. But, did 
ii this New) Liturgy "re-eſtabliſh Pope- 


ry? or, did the Clergy ſubſcribe it, 
© becauſe they were not, in their 
t Hearts, reconcibd to the Reforma- 
bi Hiſtory ef tion? No, ſurely, if we believe Puf- 
4 Sweden, fendorff : When King John endea- 
p. 275. your'd to reſtore the Popiſh Religion, 
Pi the Clergy adher d ſtiſty to the Augf 
1 burg Confelſion, till the King, by cal- 
I Puff. In- ling in many Jeſuits, who preach'd 
trod. about the Popiſh Docttines, and by 
r. 4s. the Intrigues of a new Archbiſhop, 
Tiſtory of and ſome new Po piſh Biſhops, not 
Sweden, without difficulty, gain d a Majority. 
f. 277. But the Clergy of Duke Charles's 
Province remain d ſo ſtedfaſt to the 
Proteſtant Religion, that they tired out 
f. the King with their Conſtancy 3 and 
| even thoſe who ſigned this Liturgy, _ 
Hiſtory of did it with this Proviſo, That yo © 
Sweden, Change ſhould be made but only in e- 
** dd Yemones + Up on which, the King's 1 
| Deputies promis d, That no Innoba- 


| Ton ſhould be made i in ot her Matters, © 
; ' Thus we ſee, that even this Litur- 55 


By, which was all that was done to- 
wards Popery, was fi ign d by the im- 
mediate Influence and Intrigues of the 


5 | King 


(13) 5 
King and the Popiſh Biſhops; for as 
ſoon as he was dead, It was quite abo- 
list d by the Swediſh and Gothick Clergy Toffen- j 
at Uplall: So that our Author's firſt 575 Mt 
Inſtance is no very good Proof of the 
Proteſtant Clergy's Affection ro Popery. 
The next Inſtance (which I believe pag. 9. 
will prove it leſs) is in the Reign of 
King Sigiſmund, who declar'd openly for 
Popery, and ſeveral Biſhops, and great 
Numbers of the Clergy join d with him, 
which occaſton'd a remarkable Revolution. * 
And p. 10. we are told, that this Re. 
volution was a fatal Stroke to thoſe of 
the Clerty, who had made ſuch great 
Advances towards Popery in the late 
Reigns ;, and that ſeveral of them were 
Aaeprivd and puniſhd, Ot all this, I 
fine not one Syllable in either of the 
three Books our Author has quoted, 
but that Sigiſmund declar'd for Popery, 
which occaſion d a Revolt. As to the 
=, reſt, if any defire to be inform'd, that 
the Clergy were Papiſts in their Hearts, 
and Enemies to the Revolution, let 
them look into ſome of our late mo- 
derate Writers, and they will meet 
with full Satisfaction. On the other 
ſide, the Clergy were ſo far from join- 
ing with Sigiſiund, to deſtroy the Pro- 


1) 


teſtant Religion, that they aboliſh'd 


his Father's Liturgy, deny'd himfelf a 


Church in Stockholm, to perform Po. 

piſb Service in, which fore d him to buy 

Hiſtory of à great Stone Houſe, and receiv'd.ma- 

Sweden, ny Inſolencies from the Poles, for 
366. Preaching againſt Poperx. 


But ſappoſing, what our Author in- 


ſinuates, to be true, That the Prieſts 
were not, in their Hearts, reconciled to 
the Reformation, I will eaſily agree 


Proteſtant Doctrine, Of the King's be- 

ing acconntable to none but God; but! 

muſt alſo think, that all this Part of 

the Letter rather proves in favour of 

the Doctrine which the Prieſts could 

not diſcover, becauſe they were ſtill 
blind with the Error of Popery. - 

The latter Part of this Account of 

the Revolution, is plainly intended to 

1 be Parallel to ours, for all thoſe Laws 

5. "* which the Parliament made after the 

Duke's Abdication, are to be found, 

as our Author has related them, I be- 

lieve, no where but in our Statute- 
Books. dC] 3 

In the following Paragraph, there 


ſeems to be nothing material, but that 


the 


with him, that it is a very good Rea- 
ſon, why they did not find out this 


1 4 


—— thy 


£58 

n 
27 
r 


„ 885 
X the Clergy had no Opportunity of doine 
= their Favourite Prince any Service ; 
which Paſſage we are not directed to 
jock for, but muſt take it as a quaint 
Obſervation of the Author's; and the 
Reaſon he gives for it, is, becauſe the 
Seat of War was carry'd out of the 
Kingdom; but if the Clergy bad ſop,, 26 
uncontroulable a Power over the People, 
and ſo great an Affection for the Pre- 
tender, ſurely the King's Abſence might 
have given them ſome Opportunity 
to ſtir up the People in favour of 
. 
After another Stroke at the Cler- 
gy, as if they had advis'd the Queen 
to diſtarb the Peace of the Kingdom, 
- which is another iyſe dixit, without 
any Reference, he comes to give a 
Character of the Ad mirable Management 
of the uinquinvirate 3 who, it ſeems, 
were five great Men, who, with the 
Queen, had the whole Government of 


7 


Pag: It. 


= Affairs. : ee LA 
If our Author intended to compli- 


the 
MT Ga- 


(-16) 

Account of Goverament, he found what Mafuerſa 4 Y 
N tions the Ruling Lords had been guilty 2 
* of, during his 2 7 i 
Tbat they had reſeinded bis Father + il 
Teſtament ;_ 4 

We Alter'd the Frome. of Government be 

5. 7. bad preſeribd; 
Been very deficient 3 in [making ane Pre- 


Lift his Magenites empty; | 
Peg 99. + And, in a word, were corrapted into 1 
ar Alliance with France: 45 


Which almoſt broug zt the Nation 
to the Brink of Ruin: vet this Quin- 
. quinvirate mere ad mirable Manager and 
that Miniſter, Who contriv'd -a new 
Scheme to diſplace them, a Traitor to 
his Country. But this new Scheme be- 
_ Ing alſo to make the King abſolute, 
Pag. 12. This Doctrine of the King $ receiving ; 
his Crawn from God; was contrivd by 
the Gourt and Clergy, tho it had 4 
never heard of in Sweden till then : 80 
that this Doctrine was one of the chief 
Inſtruments of the King's abſolute 
1 Power, which our Author is reſolv'd XZ 
i to prove: But how has he prov'd it? 
No otherwiſe, than barely * affirm- 
ing it, for he has ous no' Book for 
6 it; and I am confident, there is no- 
bl . thing 
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thing of it in all the Biſhop's Acs 
count. 

As for the next Parapraph, I am 
well ſatisfy d, no Perſon willexpe& to 
find it in any of the Swediſh Hiſtories 5 - 
but I will direct them to a Book which Vid. | 
has been of no ſmall Uſe to our Au- Ta. 
thor in compoſing this, as well as ſome. 
other Parts of his Letter. 

We are come to that Treacherous Par- Pag. 13. 


Cj liameiit which ent irely confoinded and Pag. 16. 


deſtroy d the Conflitution ; and this, pure - 
Ly. ,by. eſtabliſhing the Doctrine of the 
g's being accountable to none but God. 
hich i is a Point our Author lays great 
Streſs upon, and ſays in another Place,  . 
that the Kingdom fell a miſerable Sacri- 'Pag 31. 
hre to this infamous Doctrine. I ſhall 
be more particular upon this Paſ- 
ſage, becauſe I think it contains the 
Subſtance | and Deſi gn of the whole 
Book. 
It is needful to give a few Hints of 
the Nature of the Government, be- 
fore this Parliament, that we may the 
better underſtand what Alterations 
were made by it. 
- Theunſettled Temper of the People 
had render'd the Form of Government 
uncertain 3 ſometimes they had a King, 
D at 


(is) 

. at other times an Adminiſtrator or 
i} Protector. Their King was generally 
1 elected, till the Crown was made He- 
ot reditary i in Guſtavus IJ. 


i Sweden, merous as their Provinces 3 which Va- 
1 A > nes ' 7” riety was attended with great Confu-- 
3 fion, till not longer than eighty Years 
i ago, one Body of Laws was compiled, 
but ſo imperfect, and ſo few, and in 
ſo general Terms, that their Deter- 
mination depended much upon the Au- 
thority of the Bench, which was of. 
ten fill'd with Men of weak Parts ; 


and having ſmall Salaries, were eaſily 


which would be very viſible, if they 
were not overaw'd by the King Court 
of Reviſion, where he very frequently 


tors did in twenty before. 
405 Men, but that Cuſtom was diſusd every 


the Country, where it is ſtill retain d, 


0 — and they are for Life, and have Sa 


1 laries. 


Acccunt of Their Laws were anciently as nu- 


tempted to Corruption, the Effects of 


fat himſelf with great Patience and 
Application, and in ſeven Years time, 
28. 34+ has determin d more Cauſes, than the 
They had, indeed, a Jury of Twelve 


where, except in the lower Courts in 
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(19) 
The Senate, who at firſt were in- Vertar, 
ſtituted only for a Council to adviſe ?- 4 
the King, had, by degrees, aſlum'd 
an Authority over his: Actions: The 
eldeſt Senator pretended a Right to 
admoniſh and check the Prince, when 
he tranſgreſs d the Limits of his Pre- 
rogative; and as the Biſhop tells us, Arent of 
The Power they had attributed to them. Sweden, 


| cos, help'd 4 produce thoſe bad Effed. 7791. 


which follow d. 
* The late Revolution has reduc'd pag. 114. 

* theſe Officers to the proper Duties of 
* Privy-Counſellors, putting it in the 
King's Power to employ them as he 
* thinks fit, to ask their Counſel as he 
© ſees Occaſion, and to lay them aſide 
* as he finds convenient, which his 


KB Majeſty accordingly practiſes. 


© The Peaſants formerly liv'd with. ura, 
out any Dependence upon the Court, 5. 3- 
and even without any Union and 
Concord among themſelves, being 
equally uncapable of Society and 
submiſſion, and affecting rather an 
untractable Wildneſs, than a dinger 
rous Liberty. 

If we reflect upon the Indepen- Id 
« dency of the Subjects, the . limited 
: 2 of the Sovereigns, and 

W 
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(20) 
the different Intereſts of the ſeveral 
„Orders that compoſe the State, twill 
not appear ſtrange, that the King- 

dom was almoſt perpetually ba- 
6 raſsd with Inſurrections and Civil- 
0 Wars. 

The whole Kingdom was a per- 
petual Scene of Seditions, Deſola- 
tions and Revolts: The Fate of the 
King ſeem'd to be in the Hands of 


K 


his Subjects, and to depend upon 
> © their capricious Humour. A ver 


lively Deſcription of what ſome of 
the Moderns call Liberty, or, in ano- 
ther Word, Independency. 

981 Burghers of Stockholm, and 
the Inhabitants of other Maritime 
* Towns, who ſubſiſted meerly by 


c * Trading, were more Submiſſive to 


© the King, and better Affected to the 


Government; the Merchants, eſpeci- 


ally, were ſo diſhearten'd by that law- 
leſs Liberty, which expos d them to 


the Inſolency of every potent Op- 


preſſor, that they would willingly have 
conſented to inveſt the Prince with a 


| ſufficient Authority to reſtore the Pub- 


lick Quiet, and eſtabliſh the Trade of 


* 


the rp a Houriling Condition. 
* Such 


3 
Such was the State of Sweden, when 
(as our Author tells us) they, were ſo Pag. 2. 
* of Abſolute Power, that they 
readed the very Name of a King. and 
loobd upon Liberty as a dearer and more 
a Bleſſing than Life. We will 
proceed to look into the more imme- 
diate Motives of the late Revolution, 
as the Biſhop relates them, who, 1 be- 
lieve, is the only Author that gives 
any particular Account of 1t. 
The King was moved to attempt Account of 
a more Abſolute Power, by the ſup- eden. 
poſed Inſinuations of a Great Mini. B.“ 
ſter ; beſides the Diſg aſt he had taken Joon Gul 
at the Miſmanagements of the Quin. dere. 
quinvirate, 
The States were moved to make Pag 51. 
thoſe large Conceſſions, by the Power 
the Senators or Council * attributed 
to themſelves; and moſt of them de- 
pending upon the Court, were more 
willing, out of a Senſe of Gratitude, 
to give it the King. = 
* The Clergy, Burghers, and Pea- beg 
* ſants, were eaſi ily perſuaded, that 
the Miſeries they had ſuffer'd, pro- 
« ceeded- from the too great Power 
« of the Nobility; that the King 
C cou'd never be too much truſted: 
"=p 


Pag. 92. 


7 (22) 


His Majeſty having ſo often expo- 


* ſed his Life to the greateſt Dan- 
gers, in Defence of his Subjects, it 


was their Duty h make all the 


< grateful Returns they were able, 


© Beſides, they were glad of any Oc- 


© cafion of humbling the Nobility, 
* who, in Proſperity, were always 
* imperious; and were perſuaded, 
that the Burden falling upon them, 
* woud redound to their own Eaſe. 
Theſe were the chief Motives ; 
but, as for the Doctrines of Paſſz ve 
Obedience and Divine Right, as for 
the Clergy, thoſe Hero's = Slavery, 


1 can't find one Syllable thro' the 


whole Account, that they did in the 
leaſt contribute to produce this Revo- 
lution: And, where the States decla- 
red, that the King was accountable to 
none but GOD, they did it to juſtify 


themſelves, for turning out the Pri- 


vy-Counſellors, who had aſſumed a 
Power of calling the King to an Ac- 
count. 

But we don't any where ſee, that 
Doctrine was made uſe of, either to 
introduce what they had done before, 
or as a Handle to carry on what they 


intended to do afterwards; which 


will 


| ( 23) 
will, in fome meaſure, ſhew us, how 
fairly this Matter is repreſented, when 
we are told, That the Conſtitution WAS pag. 16, 
entirely confounded and deſtroy d, and 
this PURELY by eſtabliſhing the Do- 
Frine of the King's being Accountable | 
to none but GOD. 
The treacherous Parliament that did 
this, was made up 525 our Author) pag. 15. 
of Noblemen that depended upon the 
Court, Officers of the — * Com- 
mons untler the entire Management of 
the Clergy; for which, we are referr'd 
to the Biſhop's' Account, Pag. 95. And 
we muſt believe, that ſuch à Parlia- 
ment, or rather Court- Martial as this, 
was gain d by the diſboneſt Methods pag. 13: 
that were made uſe of by the Court and 29. 
and Clergy, i 1 procuring Soldiers, and 
other Creatures, abandon d to the C, ourt, 
to be choſen. | 
Wbat this Parliament was s made up 
of, or what Intereſt the Court or 
Clergy made at the chooſing it, the 
Biſhop - ſays nothing to; but only 
97 a general Deſcription of the No- 
ity and Gentry,” who (he ſays) aui- pag. g5. 
verſally depended upon the King, (then 
ſurely, it was not very difficult to 
Zet a Majority of them) and that on- 


ly 


. 


I, 
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Pag. 96. ly made it their Intereſt to join with 


the Officers of the Army, and others, 
who vigorouſly TORY the Kings 
Affairs. 

If the Nation was brought into. that 
Condition, by by truſting their Al in the 
Hands of Soldiers, and other neceſſi- 
tous Men, it is an undeniable Fvi- 


dence, that our TRUE BRITISH 
PARLIAMENT would have, not 


long ſince, ſecur d us from that Dan- 
ger, by their Place- Bill; and being diſ- 
appointed of that, have, as cifeftually, 
done it by the Qualification. . 

But now let us ſee how the Govern- 
ment ſtood, after the great Conceſ- 


Aceount ſions that Were made by this execra - 


of Sue. 1 Parliament: We ſhall find that the 


den, 
p. 113. 


King had ſtill a Council, but indeed : 
more limited than before. 

That the Nobility, Clergy, Bur- 

+ ghers, and Peaſants, are repreſented 
; by the States, once in Three Years, 
or oftner, as they were before; and, 


Pag. 116,* that the States have ſtill a Power to 


117. 


* conſent to ſuch Impoſitions, as the 


« King's Occaſions require, which he 
* chooſes to receive from their Hands, 
f | rather than employ his Authority 

in a Matter ſo apt to Os Diſ- 
„ 


1 


(25) 

content. When the Affairs propo- pag. 129; 

ſed by the King are finiſhed, they 

then inſinuate their Grievances : : To 
which the King returns ſuch An- 
ſwers, as he thinks fit. 

Yet theſe Powers (tho' in compa- 

riſon to what they had gain'd, little 
more than the ancient Name) are at 
leaſt ſufficient to ſhew, that the Con- 
ſtitution was not confounded and de- 
firoy'd ſo entirely, as our Author af- 

roms 

But now 1 come to 5 conſider, what 
was the Conſequence of this Revolu- 
tion to the Kingdom. 

The firſt we find mention'd, is, the 

great Alteration it wrought upon the 

King ; 7 Who had hitherto ſhown an Pag. 18. 

x Exemplary Piety and Religious Diſpo- 
5 fition in all his Actions. But it was 
a uo ſooner declared, that he was Accoun- 
table to none but GO D, but be ima- 
* gining, one would think, that there 
was no GOD, became one of the moſt 

* unjuſh and cruel Princes that ever li- 

4 „ 4d. And in another place; If of pag. xi. 
* bis unheard-of Barbarities, there were 
an exact Account to be given, it would 

6 Tx in a Volume as large as it would be 

'* #lantholy.” For the Firſt of theſe 

E — . - 
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Paſſages, we are referr'd to the Bi- 
ſhop's Account, Pag. 79. but can find 
nothing elſe there, but that the King 
had a Pious and Religious Diſpoſi- 
tion; a Character given after the Re- 


volution: And the Biſhop is ſo far 


from repreſenting him as ſuch a 
Monſter for Cruelty, that he tells us, 
that He had many excellent Qualities. | 

An unheard-of Aſſiduity and Dili- 
gence, in the Cafe of even the ſmal- 
leſt Matters: © Frugality in ſo high 


2 Degree, that if his Subjects think 


* him too preſſing for Money, they 
have the Satisfaction to ſee, and 
believe, that it is laid either out, or 
* up, for their Good; not expended 
in profuſe Liberalities, or vain Di- 
* vertiſements, to which his Majeſty 
is a perfect Stranger. 5 
How this Deſcription is conſiſtent 
with that frightful Picture our Author 
draws of him, is, I muſt confeſs, paſt 
my Skill to determine. 
The next Inſtances are the Two 
Courts that were ſet up; That of 


Ne- union, to reſume all the Crown=-. 


Lands that had been parcel'd out a- 
mong the Favourites; and, That of 
Liquidation, to pay the King's _ 


22) 
If there were any too rigorous Seve- 
rities us'd in the Execution of their 
Sentences, as doubtleſs there were, 
we may reaſonably attribute them to 
the Judges, but not infer, that the King 
himſelf was the moſt unjuſt and cruel 
Prince that ever lived. 
The Stories of Martin Burg, and of 
the Queen, are ſuch, as, I ſuppoſe, the 
Author heard, when he was in that 
Country; and, therefore, I am un- 
able to diſprove them; but will on- 
ly obſerve, That the ſame Old Mo- Pag. 20. 
man, who (in our Author's Words) 
gave the King no neaſineſs on ac- 
count of his People, was, in the Biſhop's 
Opinion, a Princeſs of great Vertue and Pag. 83. 
0e 13 
In the next Paragraph, there ſeems Pag. 21. 
to be nothing but a Reflection upon 
the preſent King of Sweden, as if his 
Impriſonment at Bender was a Judg- 
ment from Heaven upon him, for im- 
bruing his Hands in the Blood of his 
own Subjects: And at the latter end 
of it, another Imputation of all the 
Miſeries the Kingdom was brought 
into, upon the Doctrine of Paſſzve Obe- | 


dience. 


E 2 Por 


(3) 
Pag. 21, For the four next Paragraphs, I 
22, 23. find no Book quoted; therefore, ſhall 
-_-__ only obſerve, that they are ſo many 
freſh Inſtances of the Author's great 
Candour and Civility to the Clergy, 
where he compliments the ſame Di- 
vine, whom ſo great a Majority of 
1 Clergy and Laity have applauded, for 
his undaunted Defence of the Do- 
Qrines of the Church of Exgland, 
with the Titles of Church- Trumpeter, 
Criminal, Impoſtor, Shame of his Order, 
Apoſtate Wretch , and Traytor to his 
Country; and all thoſe Learned Pre. 
lates and Clergy, that conſiderable | 
Majority of all Degrees of Laitty, | 
who have fince abundantly ſhewn 
they approved of his Base, are 
pag. 24 ſtyled [pious Abettors of 4 Notorious ; 
39. Offender, and Shameleſs Advocates of | 
Dean and Slavery, 3 
Pag. 23. The following Paragraph is ad- 
dtreſs'd to the common People here, 
to give them a lively - Deſcription 
of the Calamities this Doctrine has 
brought upon the Yeomanry in Swe- 
Pag. 24 den; Who, not long ago, had a Right 
£2 oo choofts mg Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
nent; of being tryed by a Jury of Twelve 
Men, end paying only ſuch Taxes, 2 
they 


(29) 
they conſented to: (And how far they 
have loſt theſe Privileges, we have 
ſhewn before; )) but zow are redu- 
ced to ſuch Neceſſity, that, for the 
Sub ſeſtence of their Families, they are 
forced to grind the Bark of Trees, to 
mix up with Corn for their Bread; 
which they knew nothing of, till the 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience and Di- 
vine Right of Kings was es: oh 
in their Land, Well affirm'd, truly; 
but, I doubt, if we look again into 
the Biſhop's Account, we ſhall find 
nothing like it: He tells us, If the p. 
* Inhabitants were induſtrious, above 
what Neceſlity forces them to, they 
might, at leaſt, have Corn ſufficient 
of their own; but, as Matters are- 
* manag'd, they have not, nor can't 
ſubſiſt without great Importation ; 
* and, even in Places remote from 
Traffick, they are forced to grind 
© Birch-Trees, Gc. So that 'tis the 
Situation of their Country, and Idle- 
neſs of the Inhabitants, that brings 
them under this Neceſſity : But not 
2 Syllable of Paſſzve Obedience, or Di- 


8.4 
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A 


Dine Right. N 


From 


Pag. 26. 


rig. 26. 


1 
From Pag. 24. to Pag. 26. is no- 
thing elſe but an Invective againſt the 
Clergy, which, he tells us, were not 
a Popiſh or Fanatick Clergy, but a Pro- 


E teſtani Lutheran Clergy, moſt like our 


own Clergy, who aſſiſted the Tyrant in 
maintaining his Infernal Dominion over 


his unhappy Subje#s. For which mo- 


deſt Expreſſion, we have no other 
Proof, but that the King applies to 
the Clergy, to uſe the Intereſt they 
have with the People, to keep them 
from Diſorders, and the State in Quiet» 
neſs. Here we have our Author con- 
demning the Clergy for preaching 


Peace, and not putting the Nation in- 


to violent Flames; which, ſome Peo- 
ple will be apt to think, was a Crime 


not deſerving ſo ſevere a Cenſure, till 


they are better convinced of the Ob- 
ligation the Clergy lie under, to in- 


culcate the Doctrine of Reſiſtance. | - 


He goes on to inform us, that this 
Kingdom is not the only Inſtance of 
the (ad Effects of this Doctrine; for 
you need but take a View of the next 


Kingdom to this, which is one of 


thoſe Two which have faln 4 miſcra- 


ble Sacrifice to this Infamous Doctrine. 


For this we are to look into the Ac- 
: count 


(31) 
count of Dexmark, to which he refers 
all Lovers of their Country; I ſup- 
pole, becauſe the Author has ſhew'd 
himſelf fo great a Friend to the Ori. 
ginal Contract. *** 
Out of this Account, I ſhall briefly 
relate the Steps that were made in 
that Revolution, to ſatisfy the Reader, 
that the Clergy and Paſſive Obedience 
had as little a Part in it, as they had in 
the other. Cm EE 
And firſt, let us take a ſhort View 
of their Form of Government, be- 
cauſe it is not unlike ſuch a Monarchy, 
as ſome Men contend for. | 
* The Crown was eleCtive ; but if Account of 
after a Choice, they found them- 3 
© ſelves miſtaken, and that they had 84“ 
advancd a cruel, vicious, tyrannical, 
covetous, of waſteful Perſon, (which 
they were the Judges of ) © they fre- 
* quently depos'd him, oftentimes ba- 
* niſh'd, ſometimes -deftroy'd him ; and 
2 < this either formally, by making Him 
% © anſwer before the Repreſentative- 
Body of the People; or if by ill 
Practices, ſuch as making Parties, 
c. he was grown too powerful to 
2 © be legally contended with, they di- 
I _ * ſpatchd 


* 


6220 


F ſpatch'd him without more Ceremo- 


„the beſt way they could. 
1 believe, in theſe days, the Doctrine 
of the Princes being accountable to none 
but God, was not much preſs d; for, 


we find they were often call'd to a ſe- 


vere Account, by their Sovereign Lords 
the People. 

The Nobility had too much in- 
creasd their Power, which caus'd fre- 
quent Diſputes between them and the 


Commons. After the Peace in 1660, 


© a Parliament was called, and the No- 
* bility, according to their uſual Pra- 
* ice, debated how the Sums of Mo- 


* ney requiſi te, might, with the greateſt 


© Eaſe, be levy'd upon the Commons, 


without the leaſt Intention of bear- 


ing any proportionable Share them- 


Pig 46 


© ſelves, and having got moſt of the 


Riches then lodg'd in their Hands, at- 


tempted to enlarge their Privileges a- 


bove the other 17 Eſtates: But we 


bid, 


find the Clergy had ad her d to the Intereſt 
f their Country. 


At a Conference between the Lords 


and Commons, occaſion'd by theſe 


Pag. 47. 


Diſputes, the Lords ſaid, they COS 
ed the Commons no other than Slaves. 
The Word Slaves exaſperated the 8 

Ons, 


FEY 


mons, they immediately go out, and 
join with the Clergy and Burghers, to 
oppoſe the Nobility, and meeting in a 
Houſe in the Town, they preſently a- 
2 reed to make the King abſolute, and 
e 8 Hereditarx. 
They were moved to this Reſolu- 
tion, in hopes to gain many 8 | 
At the worſt, they ſuppoſed they ſhould Pig. 41 
only change Many Maſters for One, and 
ald . bear Hardſhips from a King 
than from Inferior Perſons, 
This warm Temper of theirs was 
kept up by the Ambitious Spirit of 
the Queen and the Nobility, who go- Pag, 37 
vern'd, like ſo many Princes, in their 
own Countries ; having us d to ſlight 
and tyrannize over the Commons, had 
no Suſpicion of their Deſign, but 
quickly perceiyed, that their own In- bag 52. 
ad vertency had brought the Miſchief 
upon them of a ſudden. 
In a word, This great Revelation 
was begun and finiſh'd in four Days 
time, and the Government chang'd Pag. 67; 
from almoſt an Ariſtocracy to an Ab- 
ſolute Monarchy. 
I would now ask this Author, What 
room there was for the Artifices of the 
Clergy in this Change? How often 


; could they wy _ ve De, bf 


Pag. 28 
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the Divine Right of Kings, in the ſpace 
of tour Days ? 1 SLIT 1 
But, what one Account imputes 
wholly to a Fitt of Diſguſt in the Com- 


mons, whoſe Paſſions were rais'd to a 


great Height by the Oppreſſions of 
the Nobles, without once, as I remem- 


ber, naming Paſſive Obedience, or Di- 


vine Right, thro the whole Tranſacti- 
on; another candid Writer (who has 
tranſcribed what he tells us out of 
that ſame Account) attributes chiefly 
to the Satanical Lutheran Prieſts, and 


their acteſtable Principles. 


 - Having done with the Account of 


Denmark, we will proceed to our Au- 
thor's Reflection upon the Revolutions 
in Sweden, where we ſhall find ano- 


ther Piece of Civility to the Clergy, as 


indeed there is ſcarce a Paragraph in 
the whole Book without one. 

When he has obſerved, that the 
poor People did not exert their Au- 
thority againſt the Parliament of Trai- 
tors, he gives a Reaſon for it in theſe 
Words; But the People were entirely 
* managed by the Clergy, who cajol d them 
* ſometimes with pretty Stories of their 
* Prince, ſometimes with the Pleaſure of 
being revenged of the Old Miniſtry ; 


© in which Porticiler, they were moſt. 
* groſly 


(35) 
* grofly impoſed upon. For which, we 
are are referr'd to the Biſhop's Ac- 
count, Pag. 96, 97. who informs us, 
That the Clergy, Burghers, and Pea- ' 
ſants, were eaſily perſuaded, &c. Which 
is all the Foundation our Author had 
to tell us, That the Clergy cajol'd the 
People with pretty Stories, &c. ſince 
it is very plain, that They, as well as 
the Burghers and Peaſants, were ca- 
jol'd by the King's Agents. py 
I might here, as well as in ſeveral 
other Places, (in humble Imitation of 
our Author) enlarge upon his Sincert- 
ty, in quoting Paſſages which relate 
to the Clergy, and make a long Ha- 
rangue in their Defence; but ſhall pur- 
poſely avoid it, out of a due Senſe, 
that Inſulting Harangues are never in- 
troduced but to ſupply the Want of 
Argument. if 4 | 


In the following Paſſage, I believe, 
our Writer forgot himſelf, when he 
tells us, that the Parliament might 
have very juſtly call'd the Old Mini- 
{ters to Account, (who might have been pag. 28. 
guilty of ſome Faults) were the Seafon 
proper, and no Danger fo be. appre- 
hended from the Pretender. But, could 
there be any Danger apprehended, 
when he had made a folemn Renun- 
; 2 ciation 


636 ) 
ciation of all nh and Title, and bad 
left the Kingdom, leaving none of his 
Kindred behind him? No, certain- 
ly: But this, as well as the next Paſ- 
ſage, will ſhew us, what Parliament 
our Author means, that aimed at Per- 
ſons and not Crimes, and which he 
has diſtinguiſh'd by the Titles of Trea- 
cherous and Execrable. 

The next is, that of Baron Fleming, 
who, the Biſhop ſays, was Preſident 
of the Treaſury : But he is here call'd 
the new chief Manager of the Treaſu- 
7y, for no other apparent Reaſon, but 
to point out a certain great Miniſter 
who is not Preſident of the Treaſury. 
How far this Gentleman deſerves to 
be ſtyled a Traitor to his Country, has 
been very remarkably proved, by the 
unforced Confeſſion of Gg, and 
the late Barbarous Attempt of G— 4, 
as well as the Diſcovery of them both. 
From hence to Pag. 30. we have a 
Digreſſion eee Liberty, and a 
Paflage quoted ont of Livy, to prove, 
the Remans carry'd on their Wars for 
the Liberty of others: A pretty ſort 
of Liberty, truly, if that may be calꝰd 
fo, which is only changing an old 
Maſter for a new one, as Puffendoi 

Fell N it; If a third Com- 
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(370. 
© monwealth reſcue a Nation by a Lav f 
War, that was overpower'd and en. We 6 d 
« flav'd by Enemies, in its own Nax, 9 426. 
and for its own Advantage, the Na. 
© tion only changeth its Maſter, but 
t js as far from Liberty as ever. This 
was exactly the Caſe of the Romans. 
| And, if ſome Men would ſpeak plain, 
this is what they in reality aim at, 
when they make ſuch a heavy Stir 
about the Danger of Slavery ; which, 
like Perſecution, ſignifies nothing elle, | 
in their Senſe, but Want of Power. 
After this long Digreſſion, we meet * | 
with another mean Aſperſion upon | 
the Clergy of our Church, which I 
need not mention but to confute: 'Y 
Our High- Prieſts, in the late un- Pag. 37. 0 
happy Reign of King Fames, thought = 
6 themſelyes ſo ſecure, that they would 
* not accept of Abſolute Slavery, with- 
out the Riches and Pomp of the 4 
5 Romiſh Church, or ſomething very 1 
like it; and this they had never = 
their Eyes off from, till the laſt ter- 
* rible Tryal. I ſhall only obſerve, that 
this Thread- bare Piece of Calumny 
does, by no means, become an Au- 
; thor of ſo great Cardor to the Cler- 
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(3) 
When the Houſe of Hanover was 
| deferted by great Numbers, and Who 


te People were, who would not 


have Naturalizd the Princeſs Sophia 
the other day, if they cou d have pre- 
vented it, we ſhall know, I hope, i 
another Letter; but till then, J can 
gueſs at no other Perſons, but thoſe | 
Honourable Members of the Two 


Houſes, who, in the laſt Seſſion, vo- 


ted againſt the Bill, to give away 
the Birth. right of an Engliſhman to a 
Company of poor uſeleſs Palatines. 

I muſt not conclude, without ob- 
ſerving one very remarkable Paſſage; 
of which no Notice has been yet ta- 
ken, That one of the Laws made by 
this Ruining Parliament in Swedez, 
was, That there ſhould be 20 Manner 
77 Toleration or Indulgence allow'd to any 


Diſſenters whatever. Had not our Author 


quoted the Riſhop for this, I ſhould not 
have expectediuch a Law in Sweden 3 
becauſe I read of no Diſſenters they 


had, hy Papiſts, whom, I hope, he 


Pag. 55: 


would not have tolerated; and the 
Biſhop expreſly tells us, they were ne- 
der diſtracted with Nonconformity at 
home ;, what Need then of Indulgence? 


but all the Biſnop mentions, which 


could give our Author the Handle | to 
aſſert 


639) 


aſſert this, was, That ſome Canons wy 
made, relating to Strangers bringing 
New Religion, Natives renouncing the &e- 
ligion of tfleir Country, and Foreign Mini- 
ſters; not a word of Toleration or Indul- 
gence: Neither can I ſee the Biſhop rela- 
ting it as a Conſequence of theſe Canons, 
that the Clergy were moderately Learned; 
which was an Obſervation he had made Ten 
Pages before: But our Author is reſolved 
to have it ſo, that the World may be con- 


vinced, that Ignorance, Stupidity, and Uni ſor- Vid. 


mity, always go together. 
To illuſtrate this Conſequence, be tells us, 


That the Clergy are profoundly Ignorant, Pag. 35; 


and the People ſo little inſtructed in Reli- 
gious Matters, that the Parſons drink God 
Almighty's Health, and the Countr ry peo- 
ple God Thor's ; and, for want of ſome 
Diſſenters to vilify the Orthodox Miniſters, 
they are like to drink God Thor's Health to 
the End of the World. | 
. Theſe are Facts I will not diſpute, be- 
cauſe they are ſome of the uthor's own 
Obſervations : But that C-2a. Divine and 
Able Stateſman, who had equal Opportuni- 
ty of learning theſe Matters, informs us, 


That the Studies of the Clergy are conhn'd Pay 55. 


to their own Employments; whereby it be- 
comes their Duty rather | to perſuade the 
Practice of Piety, than to oppoſe the Do- 
Qrine of others, or defend their own. That 
their Revenues are very moderate, yet have 
generally wherewithal to exerciſe Hoſpita- 
lity 3 and are a conſtant Refuge to poor 
Travellers, 3 Strangers, who us d 

to 
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When the Houſe of Hanover was 
daſerted by great Numbers, and Who 


_  <igſe People were, who would not 


have Naturaliz'd the Princeſs Sophia 
the other day, if they cou d have pre- 
vented it, we ſhall know, I hope, in 


another Letter; but till then, I can 
F gueſs at no other Perſons, but thoſe 
Honourable Members of the Two 


Houſes, who, in the laſt Seſſion, vo- 
ted againſt the Bill, to give away 


the Birth. right of an Engliſhman to a 
Company of poor uſeleſs Palatines. 


I muſt not conclude, without ob- 
ſerving one very remarkable Paſſage; 


of which no Notice has been yet ta- 
ken, That one of the Lame made by 


this Ruining Parliament in Sweden, 


was, That there ſhould be 20 Manner 


of Toleration or Indulgence allow'd to any 
Diſſenters whatever. Had not our Author 
quoted the Biſhop for this, I ſhould not 
have expected ſuch a Law in Sweden; 
becauſe I read of no Diſſenters they 


had, but Papiſts, whom, I hope, he 


Pag. 55: 


would not have tolerated; and the 
Biſhop expreſly tells us, they were ne- 
der diſtracted with Nonconformity at 
home ; what Need then of Indulgence? 


but all the Biſhop mentions, which 


could give our Author the Handle to 
rate aſſert 
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aſſert this, was, That ſome Canons 1 "I 
made, relating to. Strangers . bringing 1 
New Religion, Natives renouncing the R&- 


ligion of tif 


eir Country, and Foreign Mini- 
ſters; not a word of Toleration or Indul- 
gence: Neither can I ſee the Biſhop rel 
ting it as a Conſequence of theſe Canons 
that the Clergy were moderately Learned; 
which was an Obſervation he had made Ten 
Pages before: But our Author is reſolved 
to have it ſo, that the World may be con- 
vinced, that Ignorance, Stupidity, and Uni for- Vid, el 
mity, always go together. Index. 
Io illuſtrate this Conſequence, he tells us, 
That the Clergy are profoundly Ignorant, pag. 35; 
and the People fo little inſtructed in Reli= 
gions Matters, that- the Parſons drink God 
Almighty's Health, and the Country Peo- | 
ple God Thor's; and, for want of ſome « 
Diſſenters to vilify the Orthodox Miniſters, | 
they are like to drink God Thor's Health to 
the End of the World, —_ wt 
. .. Theſe are Facts I will nog 
cauſe they are ſome of thi thor's own 
Obſervations : But that Divine and 
Able Stateſman, who had equal Opportuni- 
ty of learning theſe Matters, informs us 
That the Studies of the Clergy are confin'd Pag. 55+ 
to their own Employments:-;. whereby it be 
comes their Duty rather to perſuade the 
Practice of Piety, than to oppoſe the Do- 
Qrine of others, or defend their own. That 
their Revenues are very moderate, yet have 
generally wherewithal to exerciſe Hoſpita- 
lity; and are à conſtant Refuge to poor 
Travellers, eſpecially Strangers, who us'd 
e to 


iſpute, be- 
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from Prieſt to prieſt, as elſewhere | 
Tonſtable to Conſtable; and their Care 
Produced ſo good Effect, that the Peo- 
ple are generally very Religiods in their 
Way, and conſtant Frequenters of the Church. 
do the other Matters, the Bifhop is alto- 
ether ſilent; therefore, till the Premiſſes are 
a little better eſtabliſh'd, we may, with Rea. 
fon; doubt the Concluſion.” 
o ſum up all; I would deſire every im | 
Partial Reader to compare our Author with 
the Books 1 have referr'd to, and, I preſume, 
he will be eaſily convinced, that the DoQrines 
_ of Paſſive Obedience and Divine Right, were 
not ſo inſtrumental in thoſe Two Great Re- 
© volutions ; and, that the Clergy ere, by no 
85 atifiverable for that complete Miſe- 
h they' have (as he is pleas d to tell x 2 46 
— brought upon theſe Countries: 6 7 
And now, O unmary common People ! 
90 enjoy a reaſonable 'Liberty: aw" 
well-temperu Monarchy, let not theſe Mes 
Kt 


perſuade vou are in danger of lo- 
bo it. A o our Great Hiſtorian, and 
be will tel! What a long Train of Miſe 


ries were, produced in our own Kingdom by 

| ſuch Pretences; which he thus admirably de- 
Lord du. liber: The Poor People, under pretence | 
<< © of Zeal to Religion, Law, Liberty, and 

— 8 hs 22 Parliaments, (Words of precious Eſteem 
| 2 in that juſt Signification) are furiouſly hur- 

1 fried into Aﬀions, introducing” Atheifne, 

4 and'difſolving all the Elements of the Chri- 
< ſtian Religion, cancelling all Obligations, 
15 and deſtroying all Foundations of Law ws 
* < Liberty-- 249 
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